
G
rand-Am Road Racing epitomizes the American tradition of 
sports car racing with left and right turns and multiple classes 
of cars that race simultaneously, while setting new standards for 

close and exciting competition.
There were eight different winners in 14 races in 2009, including 

four !rst-time winners. Last season featured multiple lead changes and 
close !nishes in all of the events. The 11 `sprint' races were decided by 
a total of about 13 seconds ± including two races decided by last-lap 
passes executed only a few feet before the checkered "ag.

For more than a century, sports car races have been taking place 
around the world. Post-World War II sports car racing in the United 
States dates back to 1948, when cars raced on public roads through 
Watkins Glen, New York.

Through the 1950s, permanent road racing facilities were built 
at historic venues including Watkins Glen; Lime Rock, Connecticut; 
Mosport, Ontario, Canada and Alton, Virginia.

When ªBig Billº France built Daytona International Speedway in 
1959, he incorporated a road circuit inside the high-banked oval, 
enabling the facility to host world class sports car racing at a venue 
where fans could follow all the action from the grandstands. In 1962, 
Daytona began hosting international sports car racing with the !rst 
Daytona Continental ± an event that grew to 24 hours in 1966.

That event ± now known as the Rolex 24 At Daytona ± is the 

cornerstone of the Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car Series presented by 
Crown Royal Cask No. 16 season. Grand-Am began competition with 
the running of the Rolex 24 in 2000. That race and the return of the 
Sahlen's Six Hours of Watkins Glen highlighted the inaugural season.

Grand-Am took a major step forward in 2003 with the debut of the 
Daytona Prototype class. This category quickly attracted the attention of 
superstar drivers and universally recognized teams through its extremely 
raceable and relatively affordable format and has revolutionized sports 
car racing with plentiful battles at the front of the !eld and close !nishes 
in virtually every race.

With the intelligent design of capping technology in areas unseen by 
fans, Grand-Am has helped keep down the competitors' costs of going 
racing by minimizing engineering budgets ± keeping a strong car count 
despite the tough economic times. 

Like the Daytona Prototype class that has rede!ned prototype 
sports car racing, the Rolex Series GT class has done the same 
for high-performance, production-based sports car racing. With 
an eye toward the cost-containment and close competition that 
has propelled the popularity of the Daytona Prototype class, the 
GT category provides a stable battleground for the world's top 
automobile manufacturers.

Perhaps best of all, the Rolex Series' two-class format allows race 
fans watching from the grandstands or on television and the media 
covering the sport to follow the action with just two easy-to-distinguish 
classes of race cars Ð Daytona Prototypes and GT.

Grand-Am also sanctions the KONI Sports Car Challenge for 
straight-from-the-showroom American muscle cars and the hottest 
imports, which holds its ninth season of competition in 2009.

Grand-Am races at some of the world's most prestigious venues Ð 
Daytona International Speedway, Montreal's Le Circuit Gilles Villeneuve, 
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2008 Ð Scott Pruett & Memo Rojas

2007 Ð Alex Gurney & Jon Fogarty

2006 Ð J#rg Bergmeister

2005 Ð Max Angelelli & Wayne Taylor

2004 Ð Scott Pruett & Max Papis

2003 Ð Terry Borcheller

>> DAYTONA PROTOTYPES

Watkins Glen International, Mid-Ohio, Virginia International Raceway 
and Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca Ð and has taken the role of a 
top annual attraction at some of the newest venues in the industry: 
Miller Motorsports Park, Barber Motorsports Park and New Jersey 
Motorsports Park.

Grand-Am is also making a standard out of the newest form of 
circuit racing Ð ªStadium Road Racingº Ð on the road course 
layouts at Daytona International Speedway and Homestead-Miami 
Speedway.

The Rolex Series is also home to some of the best and most 
recognized names in motorsports ÐAlex Gurney, Scott Pruett, Max 
Angelelli, Jon Fogarty, David Donohue, Darren Law, Timo Bernhard, 
Andy Lally and more Ð and is a road racing showcase for NASCAR 
standouts like Jimmie Johnson, Juan Pablo Montoya, Robby Gordon 
and AJ Allmendinger.

Open-wheel stars including Danica Patrick, Dan Wheldon, Dario 
Franchitti, Buddy Rice, Scott Dixon and many others also make spotlight 
appearances in the Rolex Series.

Over the years, road racing a!cionados have grown passionate 
about the sport of road racing. Grand-Am has allowed that tradition 
to "ourish with two of America's most exciting and fastest-growing 
divisions Ð the Rolex Series and KONI Challenge.

2008 Ð Paul Edwards & Kelly Collins
2007 Ð Dirk Werner
2006 Ð Andy Lally & Marc Bunting
2005 Ð Craig Stanton
2004 Ð Bill Auberlen
2003 Ð Cort Wagner & Brent Martini
2002 Ð Bill Auberlen & Cort Wagner
2001 Ð Darren Law
2000 Ð  Terry Borcheller

>> GT - GRAND TOURING


